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COVID-19 Impact on Jail Population and Criminal Justice Processing













Functional Capacity

• Max, Special Management and Medium Pods are all full

• Women’s Pod (now pre-class or male observation) was full on 
Monday 7/27, Tuesday 7/28 there are 3 persons (holds 14)

• Minimum Pod (now Womens) is using only 10 of 28 beds

• Work Release Pod (now Min men) is using 29 of 46 beds

• Housed out of County – 15 medium custody men, 4 are Reentry 
clients (Jackson, Anderson, Jefferson, and Pottawatomie)



Functional Capacity

• “We are functionally full on this date at 126 due to limitations of how 
housing is designed”- not designed for a pandemic.

• 74 of 186 beds do not have locking doors (40%). Those 74 beds can 
only house minimum custody inmates. It is not possible to convert 
those with cells (28 of 74) to locked doors because a bathroom is 
shared by 14 cells. 

These pods (2) cannot be used for COVID observation periods, 
because they do not lock or have their own bathrooms. COVID has 
limited the functional use of these 74 beds.



Additional from the Sheriff

• KDOC has informed all Kansas Sheriffs, it will not take inmate 
transfers to prison before mid-September

• Law Enforcement is still not making many arrests



Housing Persons Out-of-County

• Four Counties are contracting with Douglas.

• What happens if one of those counties have a positive COVID case in 
custody?

• How will those counties react if Douglas has a positive COVID case in 
custody?



Courts Update

• Municipal Court has resumed operations
• 10 people waiting to serve mandatory minimums

• District Court will begin jury trials September 14
• Jury selection will occur at the fairgrounds

• Trials will occur at the LEC with courtrooms being arranged for social 
distancing

• Possibly 12 pending jury trials



District Attorney’s Office

• Began an official review process of all pretrial cases in custody.
• Data Analyst provides a weekly list

• Reentry prepares background information

• Pretrial Release updates risk assessment

• DA has assigned two staff to review

• Assistant District Attorneys will:
• Contact Defense Counsel to resolve low-complex cases

• Suggest pretrial release if data has changed

• Goal is to review all cases monthly



Court Case Processing Learning Collaborative
• The CSG Justice Center and the National Center for State Courts has invited 

Douglas County to participate.

• Two focus areas:
• Resuming court operations during COVID-19
• Addressing new barriers for people with behavioral health needs

• Douglas County Team:
• Chief Judge James McCabria, Kansas 7th Judicial District
• Linda Koester-Vogelsang, Court Administrator
• Captain Wes Houk, Sheriff/Corrections
• Chris Coleman, Assistant District Attorney
• Brenda Cleary, Defense Counselor
• Patrick Schmitz, Bert Nash Mental Health Center


