
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 

*Public comment will be received for each item as it is discssed.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2018 
4:00 p.m. 

-Presentation from Douglas County Fire Chief Association honoring Craig Weinaug (Lyle Bowlin)

CONSENT AGENDA 
(1) (a) Consider approval of Commission Orders;

REGULAR AGENDA 
(2) Consider accessing Cooperative Agreement Contract for new furniture in Register of Deeds
(Kay Pesnell)

(3) Consider approval pf January 1, 2019 increase to Motor Vehicle Registration Satellite Office
Fees from $2 to $5 per vehicle (Paula Gilchrist)

(4) Presentation on jail needs (Sarah Plinsky/Gary Bunting) – Presentation only. No action.

(5) Consider approval of Accounts Payable (if necessary)

(6) Appointments:
-Board of Zoning Appeals (1) position open 10/17
-Building Code of Appeals Board (2) positions open12/16
-Community Corrections Advisory Board (1) position open 08/31/18 (educator)
-Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (2) positions
-Fire District No. 2 (2) positions
-JAAA Advisory Council (2) position
-JAAA Board of Directors (1) position
-Joint Economic Development Council (2) positions
-Lawrence-Douglas County Advocacy Council on Aging (2) open positions
-MPO Bicycle Advisory Committee (1) position
-Mental Health Board (1) position open 04/18
-Property Crimes Compensation Board (1) position
-Senior Resource Center (1) positon open 12/31/18

(7) General Public Comment

(8) Commissioner and/or Administrator Miscellaneous

RECESS

RECONVENE 
6:00 P.M. 

(9) Consider approval of Amended 2018 Budget and Public Hearing (Cammy Owens)

(10) Adjourn

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER19, 2018  
Consent: 
-4:00 p.m. - Petition to vacate utility easement for Kanwaka Township (Kevin Sontag)

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2018 – cancelled 



 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 2, 2019 – cancelled 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2019 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 16, 2019 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 23, 2019 
 
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30, 2019 
 
Note: The Douglas County Commission meets regularly on Wednesdays at 4:00 P.M. for administrative items and/or 6:00 
P.M. for public items at the Douglas County Courthouse. Specific regular meeting dates that are not listed above have not 
been cancelled unless specifically noted on this schedule.  
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MEMO TO: The Board of County Commissioners 
  Sarah Plinsky, Interim County Administrator 
 
FROM: Kay Pesnell, Register of Deeds 
  Jackie Waggoner, Purchasing Director 
 
SUBJECT: Consider Accessing Cooperative Contract for New Furniture in Register of Deeds 
 
DATE:  December 6, 2018 
 
 
As you may recall, in the 2019 budget hearings Register of Deeds had a supplemental request to 
reconfigure their existing work stations. At that time the Board of County Commissioners 
wanted to understand the impact of this request with suggested changes resulting from the county 
space study. 
 
Following internal discussions it was determined furniture could address staff’s immediate 
needs, and could be relocated if the space study determined this office would be moved. 
Painting, carpet replacement, and lighting upgrades would not be addressed at this time. 
 
With a relatively new software system in this office it restructured the department’s operations. 
New workstations would increase efficiency of their current workflow and improve customer 
service, as well as, provide ergonomic work space for staff. 
 
While exploring options for their furniture solution Purchasing accessed the national US 
Communities contract thru Spaces Inc. This contract was awarded to manufactures thru a 
competitive bidding process. Spaces has worked closely with staff to ensure the best design 
solution was created. The proposed cost under the contract is $56,689.29. Funds were not 
budgeted for this project in 2018. If approved, this project will be taking out year end fund 
balances.  
 

Recommendation:  The Board of County Commissioners approves staff to access the US 
Communities contract with Spaces Inc. for new furniture for the Register of Deeds Office at a 
cost not to exceed $56,689.29. 
 

 



 
  
 

 
 

 
MEMO TO: Board of County Commissioners 
 
FROM:  Paula Gilchrist, County Treasurer  
 
SUBJECT: Motor Vehicle Satellite Fee Increase  
 
DATE:  December 12, 2018 
 

 
The FY 2019 Budget identified the opportunity to increase motor vehicle satellite office fees 
from $2.00 per vehicle to $5.00 per vehicle at the three satellite office locations in an effort 
to increase County revenues which could offset Motor Vehicle Office operation expenses 
that require General Fund support.  
 
Current satellite offices locations are as follows: 

• 2000 West 31st Street, Ste. B 
• 3000 W. 6th St. 
• 112 8th St. in Baldwin City 
 

This increase would yield approximately $110,000 annually to the special revenue fund. 
Transactions processed at the Courthouse or via mail are not subject to the satellite fee, and 
paperwork can be dropped off at a satellite office and processed the next day for free. The 
Online renewals are processed by the State with a ten-day grace period agreement with law 
enforcement.   
 
While the county treasurer’s statewide association is pursuing legislation to revamp the fee 
structure to allow local operations more revenue with minimal impact on the taxpayers, the 
timeline and outcome are yet to be determined.  
 
Throughout the US, titling and registration of cars and trucks is a state function. In 1935, at 
the bequest of the Legislature, County Treasurers were asked to partner with the State of 
Kansas to provide vehicle services locally as a convenience to taxpayers. County Treasurers 
agreed and the Legislature created “a special fund… for the use of the county treasurer in 
paying for necessary help and expenses…” This Special Revenue Fund is included in the 
Douglas County Budget and is the main source of funding for motor vehicle operations. The 
arrangement worked well and was mutually satisfactory for nearly sixty years, but over the 
last two decades State funding has remained virtually stagnant while motor vehicle 
registration expenses have increased. Statewide, County Treasurers increasingly depend on 
additional County support to fund motor vehicle operations.  
 

DOUGLAS COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 
1100 Massachusetts Street 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3064 

(785) 832-5328 Fax (785) 832-5148 
cweinaug@douglsacountyks.org G. Craig Weinaug 

County Administrator 
  



The single revenue enhancement that has passed the Kansas Legislature in the last fifteen 
years is the “satellite” or “annex” fee. K.S.A. 8-145d allows the County Treasurer to charge 
“an amount not to exceed $5 per vehicle” if the county has multiple vehicle registration 
facilities.  
 
As Douglas County grew in the 1980’s and ‘90s, the Board of County Commissioners 
supported the County Treasurer’s expansion into “satellite offices”. In 1993 a satellite office 
with extended hours (7 a.m. – 6 p.m. Tues – Fri) opened on the western edge of Lawrence 
and in 1999 a second satellite, with a focus on handicap accessibility, was opened. In March 
of 2009, following revenue shortages resulting from the economic downturn, a “satellite fee” 
of $2 per vehicle was added at all offices except the Courthouse, adding approximately 
$73,500 to the annual budget for the past nine years. Those funds have been used to offset 
expenses associated with staffing, technology and facilities in order to improve accessibility 
and convenience through the additional satellite locations. 
 
The following motion is recommended to approve these items: “Approve January 1, 2019 
increase to Motor Vehicle Registration Satellite Office Fees from $2 to $5 per vehicle.” 
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