
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2018 
4:00 p.m. 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
(1) (a)  Consider approval of Commission Orders;

(b) Consider approval of 2017 Year End Transfers (Cammy Owens); and
(c) Approve an agreement with Travelers for General Property and Liability Insurance

coverage in an amount not to exceed $492,928. (Sarah Plinsky).
REGULAR AGENDA: 

(2) Food Policy Council Annual Report (Helen Schnoes)

(3) Consider approval of Supplemental Agreement No. 1 to Federal-Aid Fund Exchange Master 
Agreement No. 129-16 concerning modifications to KDOT’s federal funds exchange program 
(Keith Browning)

(4) (a) Consider approval of Accounts Payable (if necessary)
(b) Appointments
(c) Board of Zoning Appeals (1) positions 10/17
(d) Building Code of Appeals Board (2) positions 12/16
(e) Community Corrections Advisory Board (1) position
(f) Senior Services Board of Directors (3) positions
(g) JAAA Advisory Council (1) position 
(c) Public Comment
(d) Miscellaneous

(5) Adjourn

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 2018 
-TA-16-00510: Consider a Text Amendment to Chapter 12 of the County Code, Zoning Regulations
for the Unincorporated Territory of Douglas County, Kansas  to add ‘Landfills’ to the enumerated list
of Conditional Uses, provide a definition, and establish standards for the use. Initiated by County
Commission on 11/30/16. Mary Miller is the Planner.
-Code update for Solid Waste Management Chapter 10.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2018 
Report from executive director of Peaslee Center (Kevin Kelley) 
-E-Community update (Jill Jolicoeur)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2018 
4:00 p.m. 
-Hearing regarding the initiated process to vacate a portion of an alley in the town site of Vinland
lying south of Lots 16 and 17 and north of Lots 18 and 19 (Kevin Sontag)

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2018 
-Hearing regarding the initiated process to vacate a portion of an alley in the town site of Vinland
lying south of Lots 16 and 17 and north of Lots 18 and 19 (Kevin Sontag)
-Consider approval of a contract with the Housing Authority to construct 8-10 permanent supportive
housing units on the Behavioral Health Campus (Jill Jolicoeur)



 
 
 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4, 2018 
-Proclamation for Recognition for National Service Day and recognizing AmeriCorps members 
(Linda Brandenburger) 
  
 
Note: The Douglas County Commission meets regularly on Wednesdays at 4:00 P.M. for administrative items and/or 6:00 
P.M. for public items at the Douglas County Courthouse. Specific regular meeting dates that are not listed above have not 
been cancelled unless specifically noted on this schedule.  







DOUGLAS COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES 
Douglas County Courthouse 

1100 Massachusetts Street, Unit 204 
Lawrence, KS 66044-3064 

(785) 832-5329   Fax (785) 832-5320 
www.douglas-county.com 

 
 

Sarah Plinsky 
Assistant County Administrator 

 
MEMO TO: Board of County Commissioners 
 
FROM: Sarah Plinsky, Assistant County Administrator 
  Julie Clouse, Management and Information Analyst 
 
SUBJECT: Property and Liability Insurance Renewal 
 
DATE:  January 31, 2017 
 
 
Douglas County’s General Property and Liability Insurance coverage expires on February 1st.  
This package includes property, crime, Inland Marine, General Liability, Employee Benefits 
Liability, Law Enforcement Liability, Public Management Liability, Employment Practice Liability, 
Machinery and Equipment Breakdown and Business Auto coverage. This does not include 
liability coverage for first responders and volunteer firefighters. 
 
The County’s Insurance broker, Willis, recommended that the County continue with Travelers 
and negotiate for a favorable rate.  The proposals were finalized on January 23rd. The premium 
has gone up slightly over last year due to a slight increase in the number of assets, reserves on 
current claims and market conditions.  The rate for 2017 will be $492,928.  This is a 5.79% 
increase over the previous year.  Overall, the property, automobile and liability insurance market 
is hardening due to natural disasters nationwide and is seeing double digit rate increases.  Our 
current plan year ends February 1st.  
 
Travelers continues to provide Douglas County with excellent customer service, and they have 
significant market share and experience with public accounts.  Staff recommends renewal of the 
coverage with Travelers. Full copies of the proposals are available for review. Please let me 
know if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Recommended Motion: Approve an agreement with Travelers for General Property and 
Liability Insurance coverage in an amount not to exceed $492,928. 
 



2017 Annual Report 
Presented to the Douglas Co. Board of County Commissioners

January 31, 2018

www.douglascountyks.org/fpc 



The Douglas County 
Food Policy Council

• Established by the County 
Commission in 2010

• Convened as a joint City-County 
Council in 2013

• Identifies the benefits, 
challenges and opportunities for 
a successful food system

• Recommends local policies to 
support food system

• Represents a wide range of 
stakeholders in food system

www.douglascountyks.org/fpc 

http://www2.ljworld.com/photos/2010/nov/12/202476/


Douglas Co. Food Policy Council
County-appointed City-appointed

At-Large (No-till + cattle producer) At-Large (Health Department)
At-Large (Haskell professor) At-Large (State Foundation)
At-Large (State policy advocate) Agricultural Producer (Produce, flowers)
Agricultural Producer (Poultry) Retail Food Outlet (Restaurant) 
Agricultural Producer (OPEN) Retail Food Outlet (Food entrepreneur) 
Agricultural Producer (Farm Bureau) Sustainability Advisory Board
Retail Food Outlet (Grocer) Food Security (Just Food) 
Institutional Food Purchaser (OPEN) Farmers Market in Douglas County (LFM)
Education (University of Kansas) Business Community (The Chamber, Lawrence KS)
Extension Service
NGO- Health/Nutrition/MD
NGO- Local Food Systems/Sustainable Ag.
Youth Representative

Senior Food & Nutrition Programs (JAAA)



Major 
Accomplishments
• Food System Plan 

Adoption 
• Program & Project 

Transitions 
• Launching 

Implementation 
• Recognition



Major Grants Wrap-up
CDC Partnership to Improve 
Community Health
(2014-2017; $1.3 million to LDCHD)

• Schools create local food 
procurement guidelines 

• USDA F2S Planning Grant
• Continued TA from staff 

• New directory adds 
restaurants, schools 

• Collaboration with Sunrise 
Project instrumental

• Health Equity workshop
• KHF HCI funding supporting  

model for Community Health Plan

Hunger, food insecurity, 
& access to healthy 

foods again identified 
as community priority. 

http://sunriseprojectks.org/
http://kansashealth.org/grant-opportunities/hci-he/
http://ldchealth.org/221/Community-Health-Plan


Major Grants Wrap-up
USDA Farmers Market 
Promotion Program 
(2015-2017; $56,650)

• Final reports released 
January 2018 with 
workshop

• Collaborative campaign
• National Farmers Market 

Week: #ShopEatRepeat
• Farmers Markets of Kaw 

Valley: www.fmkawvalley.org

• New DCFPC Priority (1.3.1)
• Help resolve “the location 

issue”, support promotion 

https://www.douglascountyks.org/fpc/reports
http://www.fmkawvalley.org/


Major Grants Wrap-up
Double Up Food Bucks
(2016-2019; $5.8 million bi-state 
collaboration led by MARC)

• Douglas County management 
of Eastern Kansas region 
transitioned to non-profit Fair 
Food Network

• County and FPC continue to 
engage as partner for outreach

• Support in Food System Plan  

• Local markets still participate 
in program 



Common Ground
Utilizes vacant, under-utilized 

city owned properties.
FREE lease to community 

gardeners, market farmers.
WIN-WIN for gardeners and 

farmers who need land and City 
staff tired of mowing vacant lots.

oKU Big Event
oKU Super Service Saturday 
oSunrise Youth
oKU Hillel
oJust Food
oSunrise Project
oKU Super Service Saturday
oKU Center for Community 
Outreach/Engineers without 
Borders
oLawrence Food Garden Tour
oCentenary United Methodist 
Church
o Lawrence Public Library

oDouglas County Community 
Foundation
oGrowing Food, Growing 
Health (The Merc)
oGreenWish Lawrence
oGrassland Heritage 
Foundation
oOread Friends 
oK-State Research & 
Extension
oDouglas County 
Conservation District 

Community Partners 

www.lawrenceks.org/common_ground

http://www.lawrenceks.org/common_ground


Common Ground
Accomplishments: 

• New, simplified application for 
easier, we-basted enrollment 

• Incubator Farm success! 
Mellowfields Urban Farm 
“graduates” to Douglas Co. farmland 

By the Numbers: 

• Gardens/farms:  10

• Gardeners/farmers: 136

• Community events & classes: 56

• Event participants: 598

• Market value of produce : $2,300

• Pounds of produce donated: 888

www.lawrenceks.org/common-ground

https://www.mellowfields.com/
http://www.lawrenceks.org/common-ground


Conservation 
District Grant
(2017-2018; $50,000)

• Research contractor hired 
for full Common Ground 
program review 

Creating new Toolkit for 
program participants 

• Urban Agriculture 
Education Center at 
Fairgrounds in partnership 
with K-State Research & 
Extension

Install high tunnels 
(see middle images)

• Collaborative Professional 
Development

Grant partners travel to Columbia, MO for urban agriculture tour 

Focus group with City / County staff who support Common Ground 



https://assets.lawrenceks.org/assets/pds/planning/h2020/Issue_Action_Report_Final.pdf

https://assets.lawrenceks.org/assets/pds/planning/h2020/Issue_Action_Report_Final.pdf


Food System Plan 

Goal 1: Thriving Regional Food Economy 

Goal 2: Conservation & Resilience 

Goal 3: Healthy Food Access 

Goal 4: Equitable Food System 

Goal 5: Eliminate Food Waste 

https://www.douglascountyks.org/
fpc/food-system-plan

https://www.douglascountyks.org/fpc/food-system-plan


Food System Plan 
Implementation
• Role of DCFPC Going forward: 

• Prioritize 
• Clarify responsibility 
• Assess progress
• Maintain community engagement 
• Ensure accountability 

Council 2017 Retreat at White Tail Run Winery in SE Douglas County



New Subcommittees 

Goal 1: Thriving Regional Food Economy 

Goal 2: Conservation & Resilience 

Goal 3: Healthy Food Access 

Goal 4: Equitable Food System 

Goal 5: Eliminate Food Waste 

https://www.douglascountyks.org/
fpc/food-system-plan

Aggies

Health Equity

FoRaWaD

https://www.douglascountyks.org/fpc/food-system-plan


Priorities for 2018
• Regional Food Systems 

Economic Devp. Summit 
• USDA, American Farmland Trust, 

Federal Reserve Bank

• Food Access Communications 
• Lawrence Transit, partner 

agencies  

• Support Food Waste Audits at 
USD497 and KU
• LDC Health Department funding 

through KDHE CDRR grant 

Aggies

Health 
Equity

FoRaWaD

Research Collaboration Opportunities 
Work Group on Food Studies 

http://www.kdheks.gov/tobacco/grantee_resources.html
http://ipsr.ku.edu/about/food.shtml


FPC provided input on draft 
comp plan



Recognition 
• KS State of Wellness 

Community Health 
Champion Award

• KS-APA Pioneer Award 
for Food System Plan 

• 2017 Sustainable Success 
Story “10th Anniversary 
Honoree” by the Mid-
American Regional 
Council 

• Webinars, conferences, & 
news articles  https://newfoodeconomy.org/local-changes-to-system-food-policy-councils/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8RHt-VSP4dI&t=2s
https://kansasplanning.org/
http://www.marc.org/Government/GTI/Academy-for-Sustainable-Communities/Sustainable-Success-Stories
https://newfoodeconomy.org/local-changes-to-system-food-policy-councils/


Sustainability Office 
Changes
New Sustainability 
Director

 Jasmin Moore, AICP 
 Former member of Johnson 

Co. KS Food Policy Council 

Sustainability & Food 
Systems Planner 

 Helen Schnoes, AICP

The Council and its accomplishments are indebted to the public service 
leadership of Eileen Horn as Sustainability Director from 2010-2017. 

https://www.facebook.com/LawrenceandDouglasCountySustainability

https://www.facebook.com/LawrenceandDouglasCountySustainability


Stay Connected
All Council meetings are open to 

the public—and our County 
Commissioners:
 Full Council: Third Monday each month

 6:30pm to 8:30pm
• Location varies throughout our 

county food system 
 Subcommittees meet monthly 

Agendas, minutes, reports, and 
additional info online:

• https://www.douglascountyks.org/fpc

 Subscribe for monthly agenda 
announcements: 
• http://lawrenceks.org/subscriptions

DCFPC meetings in 2017 included the KU 
Biological Field Station and member Lee 
Broyles’s home & cattle ranch 

https://www.douglascountyks.org/fpc/
http://lawrenceks.org/subscriptions


https://today.ku.edu/2017/07/28/
development-local-food-
systems-kansas-missouri-help-
bridge-gap-among-people-
different

https://today.ku.edu/2017/07/28/development-local-food-systems-kansas-missouri-help-bridge-gap-among-people-different


Thank you!
 Questions?
 Comments? 

Helen Schnoes, AICP
Sustainability & Food Systems 

Planner 
Douglas County, KS
hschnoes@douglascountyks.org

785-832-5157

www.douglascountyks.org/fpc

FPC member and past-
Chair Jill Elmers traveled to 
the 2017 Lean Farm Summit 
with support from the 
Council’s budget to learn 
about innovative 
production practices and 
tools for more efficient 
growing. 
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