
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 9, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 

-Proclamation for “Farmer’s Market Week” (Helen Schnoes)

CONSENT AGENDA 
(1) (a)  Consider approval of Commission Orders; and

(b) Consider Disaster Relief request for KSA 79-1623 (Steve Miles);
(c) Consent Agenda approval of resolution establishing 35 mph speed limit for N 1550 Road

and E 1625 Road east of Lawrence (Keith Browning);
(d) Consent agenda approval of 5 Ton commercial weight limit resolution for E 1700 Road

from N 1300 Road to N 1360 Road (Keith Browning); and
(e) Consent Agenda approval of resolution establishing 35 mph speed limit for E 1700 Road

from N 1300 Road to N 1360 Road (Keith Browning).

REGULAR AGENDA 
(2) Public Hearing to receive public comment on the 2018 Budget and consider approval of a

County resolution expressing the property taxation policy of the Douglas County Commission
with respect to financing the annual budget for 2018.

(3) Consider approval of an Agritourism Application at 1919 N 1500 Road for Li’l Charlie’s
Pumpkin Patch (Sean Reid/Tonya Voigt)

(4) Consider approval of a Special Event Permit for the Luke Bryan Farm Tour Concert located
at 1038 N 600 Road to be held on September 29, 2017. The application was submitted by
Dennis Freeman with Row Crop LLC, representing the property owner of record. (Sean Reid/
Tonya Voigt)

(5) (a) Consider approval of Accounts Payable (if necessary)
(b) Appointments

-Board of Zoning Appeals (1) position 10/16
-Building Code of Appeals Board (2) positions 12/16
-Community Corrections Advisory Board
-Heritage Conservation Council (3) positions

(c) Public Comment
(d) Miscellaneous

(6) Adjourn

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 16, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 

Consent: 
-Approve 2nd amendment to the lease agreement between the City of Lawrence, Douglas County
and the Bioscience Technology Business Center (BTBC) to extend the lease repayment schedule
for the BTBC expansion facility located at 4950 Bob Billings Parkway for one year through 2018, as
requested by the BTBC. (Lavern Epp and Adam Courtney)

Regular 
6:00 p.m. 
-Big Springs Quarry update for Certification of Phase 3 Reclamation. The reclamation of Phase 3



has been reviewed by staff and found to be in compliance with the approved reclamation plan. The 
reclamation is being placed on the County Commission agenda with staff’s recommendation that the 
Commission certify that reclamation of Phase 3 is complete. (Mary Miller is the Planner) 
-CUP-17-00215: Consider a Conditional Use Permit for a new 190 ft self-supporting wireless 
telecommunications facility (tower), located at 2138 N 1000 Rd. Submitted by MW Towers LLC for 
F. Dwane Richardson & Valerie Richardson, property owners of record. Deferred by County 
Commission on 7/19/17. Sandra Day is the Planner. 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 23, 2017 – light meeting 
 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30, 2017 
6:00 p.m. 
-Public Hearing regarding the initiated process to vacate a portion of an alley in the town site of 
Vinland lying between lots 3 and 4 (Michael Kelly) 
-Request for a one-year extension to the approval of CUP-15-00229: Conditional Use Permit for 
Burning Barrel, a specialty butcher shop, located on approximately 30 acres at 292 N 2100 Road. 
Request submitted by Brian Strecker, Burning Barrel LLC, property owner of record. Approved by 
the BoCC on 8/12/15. Mary Miller is the Planner. 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2017 – light or cancelled 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2017 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2017 
 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2017 
-815 Vermont Street NRA (Britt-Crum-Cano) 
 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2017 – light agenda 
 
Note: The Douglas County Commission meets regularly on Wednesdays at 4:00 P.M. for administrative items and/or 6:00 
P.M. for public items at the Douglas County Courthouse. Specific regular meeting dates that are not listed above have not 
been cancelled unless specifically noted on this schedule.  



 

  
 
 
Office of the County Commission 

 P R O C L A M A T I O N 
 FARMER’S MARKET WEEK 
 AUGUST 6-12, 2017 
 

WHEREAS, farmers markets are important outlets for agricultural producers nationwide, 
providing them with increased opportunities to meet consumer demand for a variety of fresh, 
affordable, convenient, and healthful products sold directly from the farm; and 

WHEREAS, Douglas County is proud to be home to the longest-operating farmers market in the 
State of Kansas; and  

WHEREAS, the Farmers Markets of Kaw Valley play a key role in economic development and 
building strong local and regional food systems—a community priority highlighted in our new 
Douglas County Food System Plan—by supporting the viability family farms and agricultural lands, 
rural entrepreneurship, and providing opportunities for farmers and consumers to interact; and  

 
WHEREAS, Douglas County farmers markets have led the region in expanding access to healthy, 
local foods by using electronic benefits transfer technology to welcome low-income Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program recipients to redeem their benefits and support SNAP matching 
through Double Up Food Bucks; and 
 
WHEREAS, Douglas County recognizes the myriad benefits of farmers markets for producers and 
consumers, and is fully committed to supporting our farmers markets' continued success;   

 
NOW, THEREFORE, THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, 
KANSAS, do hereby proclaim the week of August 6-12, 2017 as “FARMER’S MARKET 
WEEK” in Douglas County in coordination with National Farmers Market Week and encourage 
the people of Douglas County to celebrate farmers markets.  

 
        
ADOPTED this 9th day of August, 2017.  BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

  OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
  _________________________________ 
  Mike Gaughan, Chairman 
      
 __________________________________ 
 Nancy Thellman 
     
 __________________________________ 
 Michelle Derusseau 















































































































 RESOLUTION NO._________ 

A resolution expressing the property taxation policy of the Douglas County Commission with respect 
to financing the annual budget for 2018 

Whereas, K.S.A. 79-2925b, as amended, provides that a levy of property taxes to finance the 2018 
budget of Douglas County exceeding the amount levied to finance the 2017 budget of Douglas  
County, as adjusted to reflect changes in the Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers for  
calendar year 2016, be authorized by a resolution adopted in advance of the adoption of a budget  
supported by such levy; and 

Whereas, K.S.A. 79-2925b, as amended, also provides that current year revenue that is produced  
and attributable to the taxation of (1) new improvements, (2) increased personal property valuation  
other than increased valuation of oil and gas leaseholds and mobile homes, and (3) property which 
has changed in use shall not be considered when determining whether revenue produced from  
property tax has increased from the preceding year; and 

Whereas, Douglas County provides essential services to its citizens; and 

Whereas, the cost of providing these services continues to increase. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Douglas County Commission that a levy of property 
taxes in support of the 2018 budget exceeding the amount levied in 2017, as adjusted pursuant to  
K.S.A. 79-2925b, as amended, is hereby approved. 

Adopted this _____day of____________, 2017 by the Douglas County Commission. 

 BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS  

___________________________________ 
   Mike Gaughan, Chairman 

ATTEST: 
___________________________________ 

   Nancy Thellman, Member 
_________________________ 
Jameson D. Shew, County Clerk 

 ___________________________________ 
 Michelle Derusseau, Member 











Douglas County 

Schedule of Transfers 

Expenditure Receipt Actual 

Fund Transferred Fund Transferred Amount for 

From: To: 2016 
General - CJS Surveillance Se Equipment Reserve -

General - Commission Equipment Reserve -

General - Countywide Equipment Reserve -

General - Court Operating Equipment Reserve -

General - Election Equipment Reserve 500,000 
General - Emergency Manage Equipment Reserve 35,000 
General - Fairgrounds Equipment Reserve 50,000 
General - First Responders Equipment Reserve -

General - First Responders RI Equipment Reserve -

General - Fleet Operations Equipment Reserve 25,000 
General - Geographic Info Sy1 Equipment Reserve -

General - Heritage Conservati Equipment Reserve 157,835 
General - Information Techno Equipment Reserve 175,000 
General - Maintenance Equipment Reserve 65,000 
General - Noxious Weeds Equipment Reserve 20,000 
General - Parks Equipment Reserve 41,000 
General - Sheriff Operations Equipment Reserve 299,500 
General - Sheriff Jail Equipment Reserve 212,500 
General - Sustainability Memt Equipment Reserve -

General - Treasurer Equipment Reserve 1,000 
General - Utility Equipment Reserve -

General - Zoning Equipment Reserve -

General - Shared Costs & Trm Local County Sales Tax 2,400,000 
General - Shared Costs & Trm Employee Benefits 533,231 
General - Shared Costs & Trat Capital Improvement Prograr 369,013 
General - Shared Costs & Trat Special Liability -

General - Shared Costs & Trat Equipment Reserve -

General - CIP Capital Improvement Prograr 5,852,495 
General Community Corrections 46,987 
General - CJS Surveillance Se Other Fund -

Equipment Reserve Capital Improvement Progrm 951,644 

Ambulance Ambulance Capital Reserve -

Emergency Telephone Equipment Reserve -

Employee Benefits Workers Compensation -

Road & Bridge Equipment Reserve 625,000 
Road & Bridge Special Highway 35,786 
Special Liability Workers Compensation 275,000 
Special Liability General -

Special Parks 2,244 
Youth Services Equipment Reserve 100,000 
Motor Vehicle Operations General 77,400 
Motor Vehicle Operations Equipment Reserve 1,000 

Total 12,851,635 
Adjustments* 

Adjusted Totals 12,851,635 

Current 

Amount for 

2017 
60,000 

-

-

-

200,000 
45,000 
30,000 

-

5,000 
25,000 

-

-

45,000 
25,000 
20,000 
25,000 

460,000 
505,000 
48,442 
1,000 

-

20,000 

2,790,100 
559,900 

-

150,000 
-

4,989,483 
-

60,000 
-

1,024,035 
-

-

625,000 
-

375,000 
150,000 

-

75,000 
-

1,000 

12,253,960 

12,253,960 

Proposed 

Amount for 

2018 
60,000 

-

-

-

200,000 
45,000 
30,000 

-

5,000 
25,000 

-

-

40,000 
25,000 
20,000 
25,000 

326,500 
505,000 

-

1,000 
-

8,000 

3,550,000 
-

-

-

180,000 
5,156,631 

-

60,000 
-

1,337,314 

-

625,000 

475,000 
-

-

75,000 
-

1,000 

12,715,445 

12,715,445 

State of Kansas 

County 

2018 

Transfers 

Authorized by 

Statute 

19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19°119 
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119
19-119

12-197
12-197
19-120

19-119
19-120

19-119
19-119
12-2615
19-119
68-590
12-2615

19-119
8-145
19-119

*Note: Adjustments are required only if the transfer is being made in 2017 and/or 2018 from a non-budgeted fund.
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Lawrence Board of REALTORS® 
3838 W. SIXTH ST., LAWRENCE, KANSAS 66049 / (785) 842-1843 
www.LawrenceRealtor.com

To: City of Lawrence Commission
Douglas County Commission

Date: July 31, 2017

Subject: Mill Levy Increase

The Board of Directors of the Lawrence Board of REALTORS® is opposed to increases to the mill levy,
currently under consideration by the City of Lawrence and Douglas County.  The property tax burden on
homeowners in Lawrence and Douglas County is disproportionate, and too high.

REALTORS® understand how quality of life in our community is dependent upon a financial commitment by our
city and county government.  After all, REALTORS® advocate for, and promote Lawrence and Douglas County
daily.  We enjoy our park space.  We value public safety, and support having well equipped fire fighters and law
enforcement.  We support mental health initiatives, and we believe that those less fortunate should receive
help.  Like most, we value, enjoy and rely on the countless services provided by the City of Lawrence and
Douglas County.  And we understand the ongoing challenge to deliver these services within budget limitations.
Our City & County Commissions that govern Lawrence and Douglas County face difficult decisions.

Alternative revenue sources need to be identified to shift the tax burden away from the roof tops in our
community.  From 1997 to 2016, property taxes in the City of Lawrence have increased nearly 214%, while
inflation rose 44%*.  Property tax has increased (on average) 10% per year, while inflation (as well as incomes of
Lawrence residents) has increased 2% per year.  It’s not reasonable to conclude that this rate of growth of
property tax is sustainable.

Our community voted to raise the mill levy for USD497 this spring with the passing of the $87 million bond;
however, as Commissioners you will decide whether the City of Lawrence and Douglas County mill levies will
increase.  Homeowners in our community are carrying more than their share of the tax base, and we encourage
you to develop plans now to lower costs and/or identify new revenue, rather than continue to place that burden
on the backs of homeowners.

Mark Hess, President 
Lawrence Board of REALTORS®

For questions and/or comments, 
please contact Rob Hulse,  
Executive Vice-President of the  
Lawrence Board of REALTORS  
at Rob@LawrenceRealtor.com  
or 785-842-1843.   

*Source: KS OpenGov.org 
http://www.kansasopengov.org/kog/d
atabank#report_id=39&city=Lawrence 

2016 
Property Tax 

213.8% 

2016 
Inflation 

44.3% 

http://www.lawrencerealtor.com/
mailto:Rob@LawrenceRealtor.com
http://www.kansasopengov.org/kog/databank#report_id=39&city=Lawrence
http://www.kansasopengov.org/kog/databank#report_id=39&city=Lawrence
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