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Introduction

Historic architectural resources give a community its special character. Through the survey
process, these resources are identified, evaluated and documented, providing information
that is essential to preservation. This survey project has been funded by the Douglas
County Commission and administered by the Douglas County Heritage Conservation
Council (HCC). Douglas County has demonstrated an appreciation of the potential of
historic preservation by promoting rural surveys since 2011. The Lecompton Township
survey is part of a comprehensive countywide documentation of natural, cultural and
historic rural properties. This ongoing endeavor is especially important for this significant
county as it plans for development. The identification of significant natural, cultural and
historic resources will support and implement the important goals outlined in Horizon
2020, the Lawrence-Douglas County comprehensive plan.

The survey process is a very local activity. The project team worked to actively involve
residents of Lecompton Township and Douglas County in gathering information from area
historians and property owners. Efficient planning and effective use of available
information helped to organize the fieldwork and survey the most significant properties in
Lecompton Township.

Products from this survey project include:

1) Survey inventory forms for the principal and secondary structures and other
identified natural and cultural resources within the study area boundaries. All forms
have been entered online into the Kansas Historic Resource Inventory (KHRI) at
http://khri.kansasgis.org/;

2) A projectreport including a methodology discussion, timeline and a survey
summary compiling information on the survey forms and discussing construction
date, form type and style distribution. Style and form type definitions were based on
those in A Field Guide to American Houses by Virginia and Lee McAlester and the
National Register of Historic Places Multiple Property Documentation Form,
“Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas.” The project report also contains
a list of surveyed properties and a corresponding map.
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3) Presentations to the public and to the Heritage Council to introduce the project and
update our progress.

Susan Jezak Ford served as the prime contractor for this project. Dale Nimz was the co-
project lead. The consultants fully meet the Secretary of the Interior's Professional
Qualifications Standards.

Timeline and Methodology

A Request for Proposals for the Natural, Cultural and Historical Reconnaissance Survey in
Lecompton Township, Douglas County, Kansas was submitted in September 2015 and a
contract was signed with Susan Jezak Ford, project manager, in December 2015. The
consultants, Susan Jezak Ford and Dale Nimz, began the project by meeting with Jan
Shupert-Arick, HCC executive director, as well as staff and board members of the
Lecompton Historical Society. The survey process was explained and potential historic
properties were discussed.

An informational meeting was held at 2 p.m., February 20t at the Lecompton Community
Building. The meeting was promoted through letters sent by the HCC to a list of historic
property owners provided by Douglas County. The meeting had 11 attendees, including
several members of the HCC and five property owners. The consultants gave a brief
presentation and answered questions from the audience. After the meeting, an
informational follow-up letter was sent by the HCC to every property owner in Lecompton
Township.

Field work began in February 2016 with a windshield survey of the township. Nimz drove
roads in the east portion of Lecompton Township and Ford covered the west portion. The
consultants recorded addresses of properties that appeared to have historic buildings with
fair to excellent integrity. The survey area consisted of Lecompton Township, located in
northwestern Douglas County (approximately 35 square miles.) The survey focused on
buildings and structures constructed before 1966. The consultants referenced the
properties from the windshield survey on the Douglas County website to record owner
information, legal descriptions, parcel identification numbers and aerial photographs. The
consultants identified historic owners of rural properties by an analysis of the Douglas
County atlases (1873, 1887, 1902, and 1921.).This online information prepared the
consultants for site visits.

The consultants began visiting historic sites in March 2016. Site visits began with a view of
each property from the public right-of-way or driveway. Notes were made on types of
buildings, forms and materials. Consultants approached each residence to consult with any
owner at home. The consultants viewed each building, recording further notes on
materials, forms and details. Each historic building was photographed.

All information was entered into Excel spreadsheets and loaded by batches into the KHRI

database. The consultants labeled their photographs, created downsized versions for the
KHRI database and created site plans from the Douglas County aerial photographs. Labeled
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and downsized photographs, site plans and historical information as available were added
to each survey form. A consultant proofread each online survey form. Inventories were
completed by May 31. After review by Amanda Loughlin, KSHS survey coordinator, survey
forms were edited and altered as needed for approval.

The consultants followed the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards for Identification and
Evaluation" and the policies of the Kansas Historic Preservation Office (KHPO) for survey
and preservation planning. The consultants also used the best practices summarized in
"Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for Preservation Planning," National Register
Bulletin 24, National Park Service, U. S. Department of the Interior. Nimz and Ford carried
out the field survey, preparation of inventory forms for each building and historical
research. Ford compiled the survey findings and wrote the summary survey project report.

Some properties were gated and inaccessible and a few property owners chose not to
cooperate with the survey. However, most owners and residents were interested and
amenable to the project. Inventories were created for historic properties noting that access
was unavailable.

Survey Findings

Historical Context

Lecompton Township, situated in the northwest portion of Douglas County, is located along
the south banks of the Kansas River. A.T. Andreas describes the topography: “Along the
river, the country, which is somewhat hilly, is covered with timber; southward lies a
beautifully undulation fruit and farm region.”! The flood plain along the north edge of the
township has provided fertile fields since settlers arrived. Waterways from the Kansas
River—Oakley Creek, Coon Creek and Spring Creek—bring water to the interior of the
township, creating a landscape conducive to agriculture.

The township has two towns—Lecompton and Big Springs. Lecompton flourished in the
late 1850s, serving as the headquarters of the pro-slavery movement in the Kansas
Territory. During this time it had a population of more than 1000, several hotels, four
churches and stagecoach lines to Kansas City, Leavenworth and St. Joseph. After the fall of
pro-slavery laws, the town served as the Territorial capital until Topeka was chosen to
replace it in 1861. The town’s population then fell to around 300. During the 1880s, the
population and housing stock grew and Lane University was built. Lecompton has survived
as a rural small town and today has approximately 600 residents.

Big Springs was founded in 1854 at a watering hole along the Oregon Trail. The town
received its name from the nearby mineral springs that never froze during winter. During
the settlement period, the town was populated with a trading post, livery stables, a
blacksmith shop and the Eagle Hotel. As the town grew, other enterprises were established,
including a restaurant, grocery store, a cider press, ice house, several churches and a

L A.T. Andreas, History of the State of Kansas, Chicago: A.T. Andreas, 1883.
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school. Population has declined since 1900 and today the town, never incorporated, has
approximately 50 residents.

Douglas County and Lecompton Township were primarily agricultural in the late 1800s
and early 1900s. Farmers in the 1870s planted mostly corn, wheat and oats, but also
harvested prairie grasses for hay. The William Henry farmstead is an example of a
prosperous Lecompton Township family in the 1870s. The Henrys planted a nursery of
apple, peach and cherry trees. The farm also produced cream, butter, winter wheat, corn,
oats, Irish potatoes, eggs, poultry and animals for slaughter.? All of these products were
typical in the area and would have required farmstead outbuildings, such as barns for
animals or storage, granaries and chicken houses. Examples of these outbuildings are
present throughout Lecompton Township, especially in the western portion of the
township.

The agricultural settlement of Lecompton Township is reflected in historic atlases.

The names of Douglas County settlers associated with Lecompton and Big Springs appear
on tracts of land in the atlases.These surnames listed in History of the State of Kansas
include Glenn, Winter, Shirley, Brown, Buck, Crowder, Duncan and Henry.

Residential development has encroached on Lecompton Township, especially in the
eastern portion. The city limits of Lawrence do not reach to Lecompton Township, but
accessibility to the Kansas Turnpike and Highway 40 allow easy access to the city. This ease
of accessibility will surely impact future development of the rural township.

National and State Register Eligibility

Based on the survey of 246 structures in Lecompton Township, 41 buildings and structures
were evaluated as potentially eligible for individual listing in the National or Kansas
Register due to their architectural and/or historical significance. In addition, as many as 41
buildings and structures were evaluated as contributing structures. Contributing buildings
are less significant and may have less architectural integrity than individually eligible
buildings, but in association with other buildings on the site and in the township, they are
representative examples of rural building types, construction materials and techniques.
Considered in thematic groups or as small rural historic districts, the contributing buildings
may be eligible for the Kansas or National Registers. Only the State Historic Preservation
Office and the National Register program through the National Park Service can make final
recommendations as to historic designation and the definition of potential historic
districts.

The following properties at 42 addresses are considered potentially eligible for listing in
the National Register by the KSHS staff, either individually (I) or as contributing to a
historic district (C):3

2 Cathy Ambler and Judy M. Sweets, “A Pennsylvania Family Brings Its Barn to Kansas”
Kansas History, Spring 1999, 26.

3 Interior photos and more information about each building's significance may needed to
help support eligibility.
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* George Bahnmeier Farmstead (C), 1841 E. 500 Road. Farmstead includes a
remodeled house and three outbuildings that could be considered as contributing to
a historic district.

* John Bahnmeier House (I) and Barn (I), Laduke Shed (C), 1857 E. 300 Road.
Farmstead includes a circa 1890 National Folk house, circa 1920 Midwest Prairie
barn and a circa 1950 concrete block shed.

* Big Springs School District 72 (I), 114 US 40 Highway. The 1926 school was built in
the Minimal Commercial style.

* Big Springs United Brethren Church (I) and Parsonage (I), 96-98 US 40 Highway.
The buildings, built in 1932, were designed in the Tudor Revival style.

* Big Springs Water Tower, 1870 E. 50 Road. The tower was built in 1968 to serve the
area.

* Boursaw House (I) and Garage (C), 88 US 40 Highway. Site includes a circa 1890
Queen Anne frame house and circa 1955 frame garage.

* Brown Farmstead Barn (I), 312 N. 1925 Road. Farmstead includes a circa 1925
remodeled bungalow, circa 1925 gambrel barn and a circa 1860 stone ruin.

* Brown Barn 1 (I), 1974 E. 300 Road. Farmstead includes a remodeled circa 1870
house, several outbuildings and a circa 1940 Midwest Prairie barn.

* AH.BuckBarn 1 (I), Buck Barn 2 (C) and Buck Garage (C), 242 US 40 Highway.
Farmstead includes a remodeled bungalow and outbuildings that date 1900-1920.

* Cree Barn (I), 10 N. 1900 Road. Farmstead includes a circa 1910 remodeled house
and bank barn.

* H.E. Dummer Barn (I) and Farmstead (C), 2023 E. 300 Road. Farmstead includes a
circa 1910 frame house and outbuildings that date from 1910 to 1930.

*  Durrow House (I), 1880 E. 100 Road. Circa 1880 frame National Folk house.

* G.C. Edmonds Barn (I), E. 1 Road. This deteriorated circa 1922 barn is part of an
abandoned farmstead that includes a tile brick house ruin and a chicken house.

* John French Barn (I) and Chicken House (C), E. 150 Road. Large frame gambrel barn
and chicken house were built around 1920.

* Glenn No. 33 School (I), 342 N. 2100 Road. 1879 stone schoolhouse, now a residence
but retains its architectural and historic integrity.

* Glenn House and barn (I), 355 N. 2100 Road. Farmstead includes an impressive
1879 stone house, barn with a log core and several outbuildings.

* Glenn Farmstead (C), 387 N. 2100 Road. Farmstead includes circa 1923 frame I-
house and outbuildings that date from 1923 to 1930.

* Thomas Glenn House (I), 2246 E. 300 Road. Circa 1890 frame National Folk house.

* Greenwood Valley No. 24 School (I) and shed (C), 112 N. 2100 Road. 1896 stone
school with bell tower.

* Hadle Barn (I) and George Claar House (C), 332 N. 2050 Road. Farmstead includes a
circa 1920 frame bungalow and bank barn.

* William Henry House (I) and chicken house (C), 344 N. 1925 Road. The circa 1870
stone house and circa 1900 chicken house were once part of a significant farmstead
that included a large barn, now a ruin.
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* Hill House (I), 1872 E. 50 Road. Circa 1880 stone National Folk house.

* Hogg Barn (I) and shed (C), 2055 E. 175 Road. Farmstead includes a remodeled circa
1885 house, circa 1920 gable roof barn and circa 1925 frame shed.

* Holm Barn (I) and Henry Chicken House (C), 204 US 40 Highway. Farmstead
includes a circa 1870 Queen Anne house covered with metal siding, circa 1920
chicken house and circa 1910 gambrel barn.

* Kersting-Bahnmeier House (I), G.J. Bahnmeier Barn (I), Bahnmeier House (C),
Bahnmeier Chicken House (C) and Bahnmeier Stone Walls (C), 393 N. 1900 Road.
This significant farmstead includes a circa 1880 stone house, circa 1936 frame
house, stone outbuildings and stone walls that date from circa 1880 to 1940. A
stream runs through the farmstead.

* Klaus Barn (I) and George Bahnmaier House (C), 2052 E. 350 Road. Farmstead
includes remodeled circa 1914 stone house and circa 1860 stone barn.

* Laughton Farmstead (C), 8 N. 2050 Road. Farmstead includes circa 1910 house and
outbuildings that date from 1910 to 1940.

* Lewis-Crowder Cemetery (I), 965 N. 1950 Road. One-acre cemetery associated with
African-American settlement.

* McCarty Barn (I) and Garage (C), 1914 E 600 Road. Farmstead includes a house and
several outbuildings dating from circa 1890 to 1960.

* Mark Migliario House, Smokehouse and Barn (I) and Hay Barn (C), 2016 E. 500
Road. Farmstead includes several historic buildings, including a stone house,
smokehouse and horse barn.

*  W.M. Nace Smokehouse (I), 1982 E. 600 Road. Farmstead includes a circa 1900
house with asbestos siding, circa 1920 garage, circa 1900 barn, circa 1930 box car
and a circa 1870 stone smoke house

* George Norwood Barn (I) and Root Cellar (C), 348 N. 2190 Road. Farmstead
includes a circa 1917 house clad in new siding, circa 1920 gable roof barn and root
cellar.

¢ Shirley Cemetery (I), N. 2190 Road. Small private cemetery includes five markers
dated 1859-1866.

* Spencer Farmstead (C), 1988 E. 1 Road. Farmstead includes a remodeled stone
house, several outbuildings and stone walls dating from 1870 to 1940.

¢ Sulzer/Pasley Farmstead (C), 393 N. 1900 Road. Farmstead includes circa 1861
frame National Folk house, stone walls and outbuildings that date from 1900 to
1940.

* Walter House and Barn (C), 53 US 40 Highway. Site includes circa 1910 house and
barn.

*  Winter Barn (I), 638 N. 1800 Road. Circa 1900 frame gable barn.

*  Wymer House (I), 1883 E. 100 Road. Circa 1925 frame bungalow.

*  Young Farmstead at 1948 E. 500 Road (C). Farmstead has nine buildings dating
from circa 1900 to 1965. Four buildings—a chicken coop, outbuilding, shop barn
and hay barn—could be considered as contributing to a historic district.

* Robert Young Barn (I), 747 N. 1851 Diagonal Road. Circa 1900 bank barn.

* House (I), 726 N. 1851 Diagonal Road. Circa 1930 log cabin.

* House (I), 898 N. 1850 Road. A 1963 Modernist house, unusual for its rural setting.
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Architectural analysis

Construction Dates

Unless specific information is available or provided by a property owner, it is difficult to
precisely date rural buildings. The main evidence for construction dates is primary
documentation and local history. Building forms and materials can provide clues. Paired
with evidence of settlement from historic atlases, it is possible to assign an estimated age
that is reasonably accurate. Physical evidence is only generally helpful. Foundation
materials provide an important visible evidence. Stone was used for foundations from
around 1854 until after 1900. Concrete for foundations became widely used after about
1910. Wood framing material and techniques may also provide clues to construction dates.
Before the railroads reached Douglas County, rough-sawn native lumber was often used for
the earliest buildings, circa 1854 to 1865. Timber frame barns with pinned or pegged joints
were usually built from 1854 through 1890. After 1890, most barns had nailed frames.

The two oldest properties surveyed were the Eagle Hotel stable in Big Springs, built around
1854, and the Shirley family cemetery, established around 1855. Six other properties were
built during the Territorial Period: the Glenn barn at 355 N. 2100 Road, the McClanahan
house at 230 N. 2190 Road, the Klaus barn and cemetery at 2052 E. 350 Road, the Graham
stone ruin at 312 N. 1925 Road and the Adolph Sulzer house at 1909 E. 400 Road. Sixty
properties were estimated to have construction dates between 1854 and 1899. A total of
108 buildings were estimated to have been constructed between 1900 and 1930. It was
estimated that 39 buildings were built between 1931 and 1950 and 36 were built between
1951 and 1968.

Building Function

Findings of building function in Lecompton Township were typical of findings of previously
surveyed Douglas County townships. Of the 246 resources surveyed, 134 were identified as
“Agriculture/Subsistence” and 87 were identified as “Domestic.” Additionally, the survey
identified four schoolhouses, three buildings associated with religion, six cemeteries, 2
culverts and one water tower.

Building Style

Most rural outbuildings are utilitarian. The National Register multiple property document,
Historic Agriculture-Related Resources of Kansas, provides a useful system of categorization
of these buildings. The document organizes rural buildings into two categories of primary
and secondary farm structures. Farm houses, barns and granaries are considered primary
farm structures. Secondary farm structures include poultry houses, milkhouses,
smokehouses, milk barns, loafing barns, pole barns, spring houses, wash houses, root
cellars, outhouses, silos and windmills.

Rural houses can be categorized according to architectural styles and form types as
recommended in Virginia S. McAlester’s, A Field Guide to American Houses. The National
Folk style was most commonly identified in Lecompton Township, with 31 houses dating
from 1860 to 1930. Fourteen houses built between 1875 and 1945 were identified as
Vernacular. Other styles in the township included seven Craftsman/Bungalow, seven
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Ranch, five Queen Anne, three Colonial Revival, two with Gothic Revival influences and two
with Folk Victorian details.

Barn types identified in the Lecompton Township survey include 22 gable roof barns, nine
gambrel roof barns, eight bank barns, six Midwest Prairie barns and one boxcar. Six of the
gambrel roof barns built between 1900 and 1925 in the west half of the township have
roofs with higher and steeper pitches than is typically found in this style. They are located
at the Brown Farmstead, 312 N. 1925 Road; the A.H. Buck Farmstead, 242 US-40 Highway;
the H.E. Dummer Farmstead, 2023 E. 300 Road; the John French Barn, 150 Road; the Holm
Farmstead, 204 US-40 Highway; and at 792 N. 1851 Diagonal Road. These barns could be
the work of a common builder or a shared pattern. The intensive survey of this township
should include more research into this barn type.

Secondary farm structures identified in the survey include 12 sheds, nine poultry houses,
three smokehouses, two cellars and one outhouse. Some of the sheds identified may have
served as wash houses or summer kitchens. The ruin of one spring house was discovered at
393 N. 1900 Road. Milk barns, granaries and pole barns were recorded as barns. Windmills,
silos and short stretches of stone walls were recorded as adjacent to barns or houses. Three
especially large expanses of stone walls were recorded as individual resources.

Recommendations

Several Lecompton Township properties surveyed were outstanding in their architectural
and/or historical significance. The consultants recommend that these properties be
examined closely in an intensive survey. Further research on these properties is
recommended with the goal of pursuing nominations to the National Register, a step that
would promote rural historic preservation in Douglas County.*

These most significant properties are the Kersting-Bahnmeier House and G.]. Bahnmeier
Farmstead, 393 N. 1900 Road; the Big Springs United Brethren Church and Parsonage, 96-
98 US 40 Highway; the Mark Migliario Farmstead, 2016 E. 500 Road; and the
Klaus/Bahnmaier Farmstead and adjacent cemetery, 2052 E. 350 Road.

4 Only the State Historic Preservation Office and the National Register program through the
National Park Service can make final recommendations as to historic designation and the
definition of potential historic districts.
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Kersting-Bahnmeier House and G.J. Bahnmeier Barn

Susan Jezak Ford/Dale E. Nimz
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Survey Map
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