














IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-08 
 

ORDER APPOINTING TEMPORARY CHIEF JUDGE 
 
 Due to the absence of the chief judge from the State of Kansas, Peggy C. 

Kittel is hereby appointed as the temporary chief judge of the 7th Judicial District 

to serve from April 9, 2014 through April 15, 2014, inclusive. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED this 4th day of April 2014. 

 
 
       _________________________ 
       Robert W. Fairchild 
       Chief Judge 
 
Cc: Linda Koester-Vogelsang 
 Douglas Hamilton 
 Judge Kittel 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14- 09 
 

ASSIGNMENT OF PROTECTION FROM ABUSE AND STALKING CASES 
 
 All Protection From Abuse and Protection From Stalking cases shall be 

assigned to the judges for the weeks in 2014 set forth on the attached schedule. 

During the assigned week the judge of the assigned division will review all 

petitions, issue temporary orders and set all petitions for a hearing in that 

division. 

IT IS SO ORDERED this 17th day of June, 2014. 

 
 
 
       _________________________ 
       Robert W. Fairchild 
       Chief Judge 
 
Cc: Judges Kittel, Pokorny, Huff 
 Linda Koester-Vogelsang 
 Douglas Hamilton 
 Sheriff’s Department 
 Charles Branson 
 Katherine Shaw 

  



PFA/PFS DUTY JUDGE SCHEDULE 
JULY 2014-JANUARY 2015 

 
All designated weeks begin on Monday morning at the first date shown and 
end at 5 p.m. on the ending date shown unless otherwise specifically 
mentioned. 

 
Week    Assigned Judge  
 
7/7-7/11   Judge Pokorny  
7/14-7/18   Judge Huff 
7/21-7/25   Judge  Kittel 
7/28-8/1   Judge Pokorny 
  
8/4-8/8   Judge Huff 
8/11-8/15   Judge Kittel 
8/18-8/22   Judge Pokorny 
8/25-8/29   Judge Pokorny 
 
9/2-9/5   Judge Huff    
9/8-9/12   Judge Huff   
9/15-9/19   Judge Kittel  
9/22-9/26   Judge Kittel 
9/29-10/3   Judge Huff 
 
10/6-10/10   Judge Pokorny  
10/13-10/17   Judge Kittel    
10/20-10/24   Judge Pokorny 
10/27-10/31   Judge Huff 
 
11/3-11/7   Judge Kittel 
11/10-11/14   Judge Pokorny  
11/17-11/21   Judge Pokorny     
11/24-11/28   Judge Huff 
    
12/1-12/5   Judge Huff   
12/8-12/12   Judge Kittel 
12/15-12/19   Judge Pokorny 
12/22-12/26   Judge Kittel    
12/29-1/2   Judge Kittel   

 
After hours and holidays call the duty judge.  

 
 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-10 
ORDER REGARDING WEAPONS IN COURTROOMS 

 
 The District Judges of the Seventh Judicial District routinely preside over 

civil cases that involve conflict and high levels of emotion and discord and 

criminal offenses that involve violence against persons. The Douglas County 

Sheriff provides security for the Courts and the Board of County Commissioners 

has provided the funds necessary to make the Judicial-Law Enforcement Center 

a secure building. In order to maintain an environment that is safe for all parties 

who appear in court, for the court security officers, and for the court personnel, 

the Court finds that all persons other than law enforcement officers and 

authorized court employees entering the Judicial-Law Enforcement Building shall 

be prohibited from having in their possession objects that could be used as 

weapons, including but not limited to firearms and sharp-edged weapons. 

No person, other than Douglas County Sheriff’s deputies or other law 

enforcement officers designated by the sheriff to assist with court security duties, 

shall possess a firearm, a sharp-edged weapon or any other object that could be 

used as a weapon and poses a physical threat to court patrons and personnel, in 

any courtroom in the Seventh Judicial District. Law enforcement officers may 

possess such weapons within the areas adjacent to courtrooms, but may not 

possess such weapons within courtrooms unless the judge presiding in that 

courtroom authorizes such possession. Court personnel may possess personal-

use knives in areas adjacent to the courtrooms, but may not possess such knives 

within any courtrooms without the authorization of the judge presiding over that 

courtroom. Court security personnel of the Douglas County Sheriff’s Office are 

authorized to enforce the provisions of this order.  

 IT IS SO ORDERED this 27th day of June, 2014. 

 
       _________________________ 
       Robert W. Fairchild 
       Chief Judge 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-11 
 

ORDER APPOINTING TEMPORARY CHIEF JUDGE 
 
 Due to the absence of the chief judge from the State of Kansas, Sally 

Pokorny is hereby appointed as the temporary chief judge of the 7th Judicial 

District to serve from July 6, 2014 through July 14, 2014, inclusive. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED this 27th day of June 2014. 

 
 
       _________________________ 
       Robert W. Fairchild 
       Chief Judge 
 
Cc: Linda Koester-Vogelsang 
 Douglas Hamilton 
 Judge Pokorny 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-12 
 

ORDER APPOINTING TEMPORARY CHIEF JUDGE 
 
 Due to the absence of the chief judge from the State of Kansas, Hon. 

Peggy C. Kittel is hereby appointed as the temporary chief judge of the 7th 

Judicial District to serve from August 31, 2014 through September 7, 2014, 

inclusive. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED this 28th day of August 2014. 

 
 
       _________________________ 
       Robert W. Fairchild 
       Chief Judge 
 
Cc: Linda Koester-Vogelsang 
 Douglas Hamilton 
 Judge Kittel 



SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 14-13 

 
 
 The Clerk of the District Court referred the Marriage License Application of 

Thomas Tuozzo and Rodd Hedlund to the Chief Judge for review. The applicants 

appear to be of the same sex. Article 15, §16 of the Kansas Constitution provides that: 

“Marriage shall be constituted by one man and one woman only. All other marriages are 

declared to be contrary to the public policy of this state and are void.” No Kansas or 

Federal Appellate Court has reviewed this provision of the Constitution and this court is 

bound by the Kansas Constitution. It the court were to issue a license to the applicants 

and the appellate courts later hold that Article 15, §16 does not violate the United States 

Constitution, the parties’ marriage will be void. 

 The court performs an administrative function when it issues a marriage license. 

In exercising its administrative functions the court has a different role than it does when 

it rules on a petition that has been filed in this court as a contested matter. The Court’s 

role in administrative matters is to apply and follow the existing laws of the State of 

Kansas. Recently, the United States Supreme Court declined to review several cases in 

which the Circuit Courts held that similar provisions contained in the constitutions of 

other states violate the United States Constitution. Included in these cases were two 

cases from the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals. While Kansas is in within the jurisdiction 

of the Tenth Circuit, none of these cases involved Article 15, §16 of the Kansas 

Constitution. This court may not make a determination as to the validity of this 

constitutional provision without a judiciable case before it concerning the court’s 

issuance of or failure to issue a marriage license. 



 The Clerk of the District Court shall not issue a marriage license to these 

applicants or to any other applicants of the same sex. When the Clerk rejects the 

application, the clerk shall give the applicants a copy of this order 

 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

      ____________________________ 
      Robert W. Fairchild 
      Chief Judge 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-14 
 

ORDER APPOINTING TEMPORARY CHIEF JUDGE 
 
 Due to the absence of the chief judge from the State of Kansas, Hon. 

Peggy C. Kittel is hereby appointed as the temporary chief judge of the 7th 

Judicial District to serve from October 22, 2014 through October 26, 2014, 

inclusive. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED this 20th day of October 2014. 

 
 
       _________________________ 
       Robert W. Fairchild 
       Chief Judge 
 
Cc: Linda Koester-Vogelsang 
 Douglas Hamilton 
 Judge Kittel 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-15 
ORDER ADOPTING AMENDMENT TO LOCAL COURT RULES 

 
 Now on this 3rd day of November 2014, the district judges of the Seventh 

Judicial District amend Local Rule No. 1 in the manner set out in the attached 

document.  This amendment shall be effective as of December 8, 2014. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

____________________________ 
Robert W. Fairchild 
District Judge 
Division No. 1 
 
____________________________ 
Sally Pokorny 
District Judge 
Division No. 2 
 
____________________________ 
B. Kay Huff 
District Judge 
Division No. 3 
 
____________________________ 
Paula B. Martin 
District Judge 
Division No. 5 
 
____________________________ 
Peggy C. Kittel 
District Judge 
Division No. 6 
  



As amended 12/8/2014 
 

RULE NO. 1   ASSIGNMENT OF CASES  
 
A) All cases shall be assigned or reassigned by the Clerk to a division of court in the manner 
directed by the chief judge. Cases shall be assigned to the judges in a manner that will equalize 
the caseload among the judges and will prevent the predetermined selection of a desired division 
of court by a litigant. The division to which assignment is made shall be noted on the appearance 
docket, the file, and the judge’s docket sheet. After such assignment, all proceedings shall be 
held in the division to which the case has been assigned. In the event of the absence or 
disqualification of such judge, or upon the request of a party, the chief judge may appoint the 
judge of another division to hear the case. In the absence of the assigned judge, default 
judgment, judgment by agreement of the parties, or non-dispositional orders may be signed by 
another judge within the district without reassignment by the chief judge. 
 
B) In civil cases when two or more cases arise out of the same transaction, such cases shall be 
assigned to the division that has been assigned the case with the earlier filing date. In criminal 
cases, when two or more cases arise out of the same event or charge the same defendant, such 
cases shall be assigned to the division that had been assigned the earlier trial setting or 
preliminary hearing date. If a child support modification motion is filed or pending with the pro tem 
judge and motions remain pending in the original divorce case between the parties, the child 
support modification motion shall be assigned to the division in which the original divorce case is 
pending. 
 
C) Any case dismissed and re-filed shall be assigned to the same division to which it was 
previously assigned. 
 
D) Any case assigned to a division of court may be reassigned by the chief judge to another 
division of court as the judicial work of the district may require. 
 
E) Criminal 
1) Duty Judge 
     a) A duty judge shall be designated each week to review probable cause arrests, search and 
arrest warrant affidavits. The chief judge shall set a duty judge schedule and it shall include all 
divisions of the district court. 
     b) The duty judge shall review weekend warrantless arrests. 
2) First Appearances - All first appearances, misdemeanor arraignments, and initial bond 
hearings shall be held in the Pro tem division at 3:00 p.m., Monday-Friday. 
3) Felony 
     a) All felony cases shall be assigned to Division 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6. 
     b) Each assigned division of court shall set aside time each week for preliminary hearings or 
no-go preliminary hearings. Unless otherwise ordered, preliminary hearings shall be set as 
follows: 
Division 1 - Monday from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Division 3 - Tuesday from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Division 2 - Wednesday from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. No go preliminary hearings only. 
Division 5 - Thursday from 2:00 to 3:30 p.m. 
Division 6 – Tuesday from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
4) Misdemeanor and Traffic 
     a) All misdemeanor cases shall be assigned to Divisions 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6. 
     b) All municipal court appeals shall be assigned to Divisions 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6. 
     c) Each assigned division of court shall set aside time each week for trial settings or other 
hearing settings. Unless otherwise ordered, the trial settings or other hearing settings shall be set 
as follows: 
Division 1 - Monday at 1:30 p.m. 
Division 3 - Tuesday at 1:30 p.m. 
Division 2 - Wednesday at 1:30 p.m. 
Division 5 - Thursday at 1:30 p.m. 



As amended 12/8/2014 
 

Division 6 – Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. 
    d) All traffic cases, except Driving Under the Influence, Driving While Suspended # 3, and 
Driving as an Habitual Violator, and fish & game cases shall be assigned to Pro tem Division. 
    e) The pro tem judge shall set times each month for the hearing of traffic and fish & game 
trials. 
 
F) Civil 
1) Major Civil 
All Chapter 60 cases, excluding divorce and protection from abuse cases, shall be assigned to 
Divisions 1, 3, 4, and 5. All civil cases shall be divided equally between these divisions. A docket 
call of all major civil cases on file for more than ninety (90) days shall occur each month. 
2) Administrative Agency Appeals 
All administrative agency appeals shall be assigned to Division 1, 3, 4, and 5. 
3) Limited Civil 
All Chapter 61 cases, excluding small claims cases, shall be assigned to Divisions 1, 3, 4, and 5. 
A docket call of all Chapter 61 cases on file for more than sixty (60) days shall occur each month. 
4) Small Claims 
All small claims actions shall be assigned to a pro tem judge. 
5) Probate 
All probate cases (Chapter 59), excluding adoption cases, shall be assigned to Division 1. 
6) Care & Treatment 
All care & treatment cases (Chapter 59 and 65) shall be assigned to Divisions 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 or 6. 
7) Habeas Corpus 
All 60-1501 et seq. cases shall be assigned to the division of court to which the original criminal 
case had been assigned. 
8) Domestic Relations 
All domestic relations cases shall be assigned to Division 2 and 4, except as provided in Rule 18. 
9) Protection From Abuse and Protection From Stalking 
All protection from abuse and protection from stalking cases shall be assigned to Divisions 2, 3, 
4, and 6, in accordance with a schedule established by administrative order. 
10) Adoption 
All adoption cases and amendment of birth certificates shall be assigned to Division 6. 
11) Juvenile 
     a) All child in need of care cases shall be assigned to Division 6. 
     b) All juvenile offender cases shall be assigned to the Pro tem Division. 
12) Special 
All cases designated Special (“SP”) by the filing code shall be assigned to Division 1. 
 
G) Jury Trials 
Unless otherwise ordered, civil and criminal jury trials shall be scheduled to begin as 
follows: 
Division 1 – Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
Division 2 - Monday at 9:00 a.m. 
Division 3 - Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
Division 4 - Monday at 9:00 a.m. 
Division 5 - Monday at 9:00 a.m. 
Division 6 – Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-16 
ORDER REGARDING ELECTRONIC FILING 

 
  

Effective January 5, 2015, all licensed attorneys must submit all new 

cases and documents within new or existing cases for filing with the District Court 

of Douglas County, Kansas, utilizing the Kansas Courts Electronic Filing system. 

Attorneys utilizing the system should acquaint themselves with and follow 

Kansas Supreme Court Order No. 268. All local rules presently in effect continue 

to apply to all cases and documents filed through the e-filing system.  

 IT IS SO ORDERED this 4th day of November, 2014. 

 
       _________________________ 
       Robert W. Fairchild 
       Chief Judge 



SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 
ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 14-17 

 
 
 The Court issued Administrative Order 14-13 instructing the clerk not to issue 

marriage licenses to couples that are members of the same sex. As a result, two 

individuals filed a complaint in Case No. 14-cv-02518-DDC/TJJ in the United States 

District Court for the District of Kansas, seeking a preliminary injunction prohibiting the 

Clerk of the District Court from denying the issuance of a marriage license to two 

applicants that are members of the same sex. Judge Daniel Crabtree issued a 

Memorandum and Order in that case effective November 11, 2014 at 5:00 p.m., which 

memorandum and order included a preliminary injunction enjoining the Clerk of the 

District Court of Douglas County, Kansas, from applying Article 15, §16 of the Kansas 

Constitution and K.S.A. 23-2501 and any other Kansas statute, law policy or practice 

that prohibits issuance of marriage licenses on the basis that applicants are members of 

the same sex. 

 In compliance with this preliminary injunction this court rescinds Administrative 

Order 14-17 and instructs the Clerk of the District Court to issue marriage licenses to all 

qualified applicants without regard to the gender of each applicant. 

 IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

      ____________________________ 
      Robert W. Fairchild 
      Chief Judge 



IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF DOUGLAS COUNTY, KANSAS 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-18 
 

7TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 2015 HOLIDAYS 
 
 
 The following dates have been approved as the holidays for calendar year 
2015: 
 

New Year's Day     Thursday, January 1, 2015  
Martin Luther King Day    Monday, January 19, 2015 
Presidents Day    Monday, February 16, 2015 
Memorial Day     Monday, May 25, 2015 
Independence Day    Friday, July 3, 2015 
Labor Day     Monday, September 7, 2015 
Columbus Day    Monday, October 12, 2015 
Veterans Day    Wednesday, November 11, 2015 
Thanksgiving Day    Thursday, November 26, 2015 

       Friday, November 27, 2015 
 Christmas Eve    Thursday, December 24, 2015 

Christmas Day    Friday, December 25, 2015 
       

 
 Observance of these holidays by the district court may be deferred 
whenever observance of the holiday would interfere with judicial proceedings in 
progress. 
 
 BY THE ORDER OF THE COURT this 2nd day of December, 2014. 
 
 
      ________________________ 
      Robert W. Fairchild 
      Chief Judge 
 
cc: All Departments of the District Court 

Craig Weinaug, County Administrator 
 Nancy Dixon 
 Katherine Shaw 
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